
Join us at the green to celebrate 
275 years of cricket being played 
on the green
Help raise money for Chestnut 
Tree House, the nets and junior 
cricket development funds 

Phillip DeFreitas will captain a team of ex 
international players and celebrities to take 
on a team selected from the best cricketing 
talent around Wisborough Green

The legend that is Phillip 
DeFreitas – England cricketer 
(44 test matches, 103 ODIs)  

Join the party
‘Early Bird’ Price: £500 per table of 10
 £50 per ticket.

After 8th July:   £600 per table of 10
 £60 per ticket

Book by emailing rsadler@lifestylesussex.com

Sponsorship opportunities
Please contact Andy Colbran 
andy.colbran@ajw-aviation.com 
to enquire about sponsorship 
opportunities throughout the day

Cricket 
Legends XI
(captained by Phillip DeFreitas) 

v Wisborough 
Green All Stars
Thursday 
25th August 2016

It is nearly 10 years since young 
Connor Gilbert sadly died at 
Chestnut Tree House but his family 
have stayed in touch with the 

hospice and are still very much part of the 
Chestnut Tree House family.

Here, Connor’s Mum, Zoe, shares  
their story:

“Connor was born on 7 July 1998. He 
was the most gorgeous boy with a wicked 
smile and beautiful red hair.

We first realised something wasn’t 
right as Connor approached his first 
birthday and wasn’t making the milestones 
we’d expected.  He was referred for tests 
and went through various investigations 
at Worthing, St George’s and Brighton 
hospitals but no one seemed to be able 
to tell us what was wrong. Connor 
was unable to walk or talk, but despite 
everything he was going through, he never 
lost his ability to melt hearts with his 
laugh and courage. 

Connor went to school at what was 
Highdown School at the time and used 
to go swimming. We took him on holiday 
to Tenerife and when his little brother 
Sean came along, he was still able to let 
everyone know he was in charge!

It was in April 2005 while Connor was 
in St George’s having investigations for his 
seizures that he became extremely unwell 
and was in intensive care for a month. 
Connor was making no improvement 
and finally doctors gave me the news that 
Connor’s brain stem was shutting down 
and there was nothing further they could 
do for him. 

That was when I was introduced to 
Chestnut Tree House. When I went to 
visit, it was far from the clinical setting I 

was expecting. The staff were relaxed and 
friendly. I was shown round the bedrooms 
filled with books and toys that looked 
out onto beautiful gardens. There was a 
sensory room, a music room, and a pool!

Connor was transferred to Chestnut 
having been given just a few days to 
live. The staff were amazing and settled 
Connor in and we all stayed there so we 
could be with him. They took care of all 
his nursing needs, allowing me to just be 
‘Mum’.

One memory that will stay with me 
forever was when we had been at the 
House for a few days.I was in his room 
still treating him like a china doll and I 
said to a member of staff that I wished I 
could just take him out in the sunshine 
for a walk. They just looked at me and 
said, “why not?” They then got him in his 
wheelchair, wrapped him up, attached his 
oxygen and anything else he needed and 
we were off. 

They made me realise it was 
important to make memories and enjoy 
every moment. From then on we would 
spend time in the sensory room (often 
Connor and me would be found asleep in 
there!), we’d play in the music room, make 
pictures, play with the guinea pigs, while 
his brother would race round the house 
in his baby walker. 

The days turned into weeks and 
it became apparent that Connor had 
very different ideas to the doctors, and 
after a month of staying at the house, 
we made the decision to take Connor 
home. Connor returned to school and 
went swimming. He still had regular stays 
at Chestnut and we even took him to 
Cornwall for a holiday.

A year later Connor became unwell 
again and was in Worthing hospital. It was 
there I had to make the hardest decision 
of my life. I had to decide whether to 
have Connor ventilated and transferred 
to London. I didn’t want Connor being 
kept alive, attached to lots of machines 
but knew Connor wouldn’t want to be in 
hospital so we arranged for Connor to be 
transferred to Chestnut. 

Connor arrived at Chestnut Tree 
House in the early hours of 15 May 2006 
and at 4:50am, Connor fell asleep forever 
in a place he loved to be, with all his family 
around him. 

Nothing can prepare you for losing a 
child and I can’t even begin to describe 
the pain. People ask if it gets any easier, 
and the answer is no, but you learn to 
cope. For me the continued contact I’ve 
had with Chestnut has been invaluable 
and precious and while I could never put 
a price on that support and help me and 
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Continued on p2 

Format 
of the day
9.30 onwards – 
enjoy junior cricket 
on the green

11.00 – Bar opens

12.00 – Call for 
three course lunch 
in the marquee 
with entertainment 
and auction

3.00 – Match commences

6.15 – Match ends

Party into the
evening with a band 
and hog roast at the 
Cricketers Arms 


